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SUBJECT: CLASHES BETWEEN FEDAYEEN AND FALANGIST MILITIA NEAR 
BEIRUT 

1. SINCE SATURDAY, JULY 27, BEIRUT SUBURB OF DEKWANEH, 
ADJACENT TO TEL ZAATAR REFUGEE CAMP, HAS BEEN ROCKED BY 
RECURRENT EXCHANGES OF AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, MORTAR AND 
RPG FIRE BETWEEN CAMP-DWELLING FEDAYEEN (APPARENTLY 
ELEMENTS OF PFLP/GENERAL COMMAND) AND FALANGIST "MILITIA" 
FROM DEKWANEH (WHOSE LARGELY CHRISTIAN INHABITANTS IN- 
CLUDE MANY FOLLOWERS OF LEBANESE FALANGIST LEADER PTEF.RF, 
GEMAYEL). TOTAL CASUALTIES REPORTED THUS FAR ARE TWO 
KILLED (ONE FEDA'I AND ONE FALANGIST) AND AT LEAST SEVEN 
PERSONS WOUNDED, AND IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THESE FIGURES 
WILL MOUNT AS FURTHER DETAILS OF FIGHTING BECOME KNOWN IN 
NEXT DAY OR SO. 
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2. INITIAL OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES JULY 27 FOLLOWED 
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FAMILIAR PATTERN, WITH FEDAYEEN FROM CAMP HARASSING 
DEKWANEH RESIDENTS AND PASSERSBY AT ROADBLOCKS AND 
CHECKPOINTS SET UP AT POINTS OUTSIDE CAMP PERIMETER, AND 
WITH ARMED FALANGIST FIRE-BRANDS RETALIATING BY MANNING 
VILLAGE ROOFTOPS AND MENACING FEDAYEEN PATROLS. TWO 
DEATHS THUS FAR REPORTEDLY OCCURRED IN INITIAL EXCHANGE 
OF FIRE THAT RESULTED (ALMOST INEVITABLY) FROM THIS SITUA- 
TION DURING DAY OF IULY 27. HEAVY FIRING FROM BOTH SIDES 
ENSURE, DYING DOWN SHORTLY AFTER NIGHTFALL AS RESULT OF 
EFFORTS BY FALAMGIST LEADERS AND FEDAYEEN REPS FROM HIGHER 
COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS IN LEBANON (CLAP) TO 
CALM SITUATION. HOWEVER, HEAVY FIRING BROKE OUT AGAIN 
EVENING IULY 29 AND CONTINUED THROUGHOUT NIGHT, CULMINAT- 
ING IN SPORADIC EXCHANGES THAT FINALLY PETERED OUT AROUND 
MID-DAY IULY 30. AT LAST REPORT, UNEASY QUIET PREVAILS IN 
AREA SURROUNDING CAMP AND SUBURB, AND EACH SIDE ACCUSES 
THE OTHER OF HAVING PROVOKED THE TROUBLES. 

3. BOTH GOL AUTHORITIES AND OTHER INFLUENTIAL LEBANESE 
PERSONALITIES HABE BEEN ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN CONSULTATIONS 
WITH FEDAYEEN LEADERSHIP OVER PAST TWO DAYS IN EFFORT TO 
RESTRAIN TEMPERS ON BOTH SIDES. LEBANESE INTERNAL SECURITY 
FORCES HAVE MAINTAINED DISCREET PRESENCE ON PERIPHERY OF 
TROUBLED AREA (SEALING OFF ROADS LEADING INTO IT), BUT SO 
FAR HAVE MADE NO MOVE TO INTERVENE DIRECTLY. LEBANESE ARMY 
SOURCES HAVE INFORMED DATT THAT THEY REGARD SITUATION AS 
NOT RPT NOT HAVING GONE SO FAR AS TO REQUIRE ARMY INVOLVE- 
MENT. 

4. COMMENT: THESE LATEST CLASHES ARE REMINISCENT OF 
FEDAYEEN-FALANGIST CONFRONTATIONS OVER PAST SEVERAL YEARS, 
WHICH ON OCCASION HAVE RESULTED IN EMBROILING GOL AND 
LEBANESE ARMED FORCES WITH FEDAYEEN (E.G., 1969 AND 1970). 
ALTHOUGH FEDAYEEN-FALANGIST RELATIONS HAVE BEEN FAIRLY 
EQUABLE - AT LEAST ON SURFACE - IN RECENT MONTHS, LATEST 
DISTURBANCES INDICATE THEY STILL CONTAIN UNSTABLE AND EX- 
PLOSIVE INGREDIENT THAT CAN HAVE POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS 
IMPACT ON OVERALL TENSE SECURITY SITUATION PREVAILING IN 
LEBANON. 
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